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Keyword Definition

Anglo Saxon

The name ‘Anglo-Saxon’ comes from the Angles and the Saxons, two of the 
North European tribes that invaded and lived in Britain from the fifth century 

onwards

Bailey
Outer area that surrounded the motte. This was where houses, stables and so on 
were built

Barons Member of the lowest order of the British nobility (Lord).

Cavalry
Military units or soldiers mounted on horseback, formerly an important element in 
the armies of all major powers. Being on horse helped them move quickly around 

a battlefield

Domesday 
book

The Domesday book is Britain's earliest public record. It contains the results of a 
huge survey of land and landholding commissioned by William I in 1085. 

Domesday is by the far the most complete record of pre-industrial society to 

survive anywhere in the world and provides a unique window on the medieval 
world.

Farming
Farming is the activity of growing crops or keeping animals on a farm. It was the 
major industry in Britain during the Middle Ages and the majority of people in the 

country were employed on farms or supporting the people who did

Fyrd

The name given to a group of soldiers formed from a tribe. Existed from about 
605AD in Anglo-Saxon England. Local in character, it imposed military service 

upon every able-bodied free male.

Heir
A person who has the legal right to receive somebody's property, money or title 
when that person dies

Hierarchy
A system in which people or things are put at various levels or ranks according to 
their importance. For example, in a typical family system, the parents have the 

most authority, followed by the children, then followed by the pets.

Keep
Secure building which housed the Norman earls or those important people that 
needed shelter!

Motte Earth mound in which the keep was built on.

Norman
A native or inhabitant of Normandy. The Normans would rule and control England 
after 1066

Rebellion Fighting against something you disagree with.

Rural

A rural area is an open swath of land that has few homes or other buildings, and 
not very many people. A rural areas population density is very low. Most people in 

Medieval England were rural as they didn’t live in cities or urban areas at this 

point

Barrier created by soldiers standing shoulder to shoulder, holding their shields in 

History

Knowledge Organiser: Year 7 Normans and the Battle of Hastings
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