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Monday 28th September 2026 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
RE: Headteacher’s Update Letter 28.09.26 
 

It is well understood that ‘Belonging’ is a fundamental human need. A Harvard Business Review 
study in 2019 suggested belonging revolves around, ‘the sense of being accepted and included 
by those around you.’  

Although our new Year 7 students have settled incredibly quickly into Wadham life, supported by 
the positive behaviour modelled by their older peers, it is worth reminding everyone that there is 
always a warm welcome to you, as part of our school family.  

Schools are incredible places where people work hard to ensure a diverse range of individuals 
feel accepted and included, and we are no different. I would like to thank all members of our 
Wadham community for all you do to achieve this. The Church of England’s ‘Vision for Education’ 
promotes dignity and respect; community and living well together. These values align with our 
own and have helped us capitalise on our positive school culture to achieve the Rights 
Respecting Schools Bronze Award, with Silver hopefully being achieved by Easter!  

With so much news reporting the unease and unrest both at home and abroad, we will continue 
to build a community of positive belonging. Jesus taught and modelled the importance of loving 
our neighbours, accepting others who may be in difficult circumstances, or those who are simply 
different to us.  

Dear Lord,  
Thank you for the diversity across our school and community.  
Thank you for diversity across our diocese.  
Thank you that I am me, and that others are who they are – That we are all different, 
yet we are all loved by you.  
Sorry if I have sometimes not appreciated the richness of difference.  
Sorry if I have disagreed with others inappropriately.  
Please help me to build a positive community where we can live well together.  
Please help me to treat others with dignity and respect. 
Please give me the courage to be a good neighbour, every day.  
Amen  

Thank you, our parents, carers and staff, for everything you do to support our children to live out 
these values, to be great citizens now and for the future.  

Yours sincerely,  

 
 
 
Richard Burgas NPQEL 
Headteacher 
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Top Performing Students – House Points 
 
With 2 weeks to report, it’s lovely to see a change in names at the top – the perfect reminder that 
like attendance, you get the chance to RESET every Monday morning and make the week ahead 
even better.  
 
Well done to everyone mentioned below – you’re absolutely smashing it!  
 
Week Commencing 14.09.26 

 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

1 James Hunt Sofia Galan-
Wilkinson Lucy Ellis Alfred Parks 

Wyatt Titterrell Caiden Allen 

2 Rocco King Neason Gratton Finley Winter 
Reuben Clarke 

Riley Morris 

Aston Osborne 

Nolen Gratton 

Mason Gregory 

3 
Jakob Hall 

Alfred Roberts Ebony Osborne Alice Henly 

Zak Rasheed Phoebe Curtis 
Lexi Mae 
Charles 

Jasper Stewart 
 
Week Commencing 21.09.26 

 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

1 Zara Kosmalski Kian Coombs 

Leon Priddle Bess John Phoebe Curtis Andrei 
Radulescu 

2 Owen Watkins Betsy Best Harriet Lemon Craig Zwiyo Zoe Barrett 
Millie Gosney 

3 James Bracher Joseph Mate Poppy Spurway Logan Fowler Daniil Lyszyk 

 
 
Faith Point Reward Winners!  
 
Our first official reward window has closed and the 
results are in!  
 
From Monday 14th to Friday 25th September, we’ve 
monitored FAITH points (Faith Points = House Points - 
Behaviour Points) across the school.  
 
The top 10 winners in every year group are being 
rewarded this week with a hot chocolate and games time 
with their Head of Year.  
 
A massive WELL DONE to the 50 students listed below – our worthy winners!  
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Homework at Wadham School  
 
Another superb student performance has kept us well clear at the top of the Somerset Seneca 
League!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Study time hit the 500hr mark in our first week of a full, homework timetable, and it’s clear that 
routines for independent learning are well established.  

 

Well done to everyone for making sure homework is completed to the required expectation  
– it really is helping you know more and do more in lessons.   

 
 
Seneca Champions – Week Commencing 21.09.26 
 
Finally, well done to Jacob Prouse and Ava Davenport –  last week’s Seneca Champions!  

 

 
 



2026-27 Birthday Card – Winning Design 
 
I’m delighted to announce that Lily Greenham’s (8KRH) design 
has been selected as the official birthday card for Wadham 
School 2026-27. 
 
Cake, candles, balloons and streamers – it’s all there!  
 
Students have already begun to receive their birthday cards and, 
as the competition winner, Lily will be awarded a gift voucher 
and copies of her card, for her to use!  
 
Well done, Lily!  
 
 
 

 
 
Open Evening 2026 – THANK YOU!  
 
128 families were welcomed into Wadham School last Thursday, with 
our amazing student ambassadors ready and waiting to showcase what 
makes our school so special.  
 
Our reach continues to grow, with new families coming from Chard, 
South Petherton and Langport – all interested in what we offer and how 
their children could access transport to get here.  
 
You can’t fake the warmth, kindness and confidence that everyone 
displayed last week. (As we do every day!)  Feedback rightly praised the 
students and staff for their pride in the school, and their knowledge of 
what quality education looks and feels like.  
 
Thank you, everyone – we absolutely nailed it!  

 
 
Harry Isaacs is the European Junior Drag Bike Champion!  
 

Earlier this month Harry Isaacs (9CEP) saw off stiff competition to 
be crowned European Junior Drag Bike Cup Champion.  
 
Always a strong contender, Harry maintained his championship 
challenge throughout the season, securing enough points at the 
final weekend to clinch the title well clear of his second-place 
rival.  
 

 
 

This is a superb achievement for Harry, with all eyes looking forward to the next trophy! 
 



Meet the Tutor Evening – Thursday 8th October 
 

A reminder of our first formal opportunity for parents to meet 
their child’s tutor to discuss how well they have settled into their 
studies this term.  
 
The Evening will take place from 3.30-7.00pm on Thursday 8th 
October.  
 
Full details, including how parents can book their appointments, 
have been published in a separate letter.  
 
We look forward to seeing as many families as possible at this 
Meet the Tutor Evening. 
 

 
Picking Up / Dropping Off at School -  A Polite Reminder  
 
This is never an easy issue to resolve, but please can I ask all road users to be mindful of their 
surroundings when waiting to drop off/collect children from school. In particular, please ensure 
that you only park in permitted areas, not blocking residents’ drives or junction entrances.  
 
Please do not come onto the school site if you intend to drop-off or pick-up your child by car.  
 
Buses need to be able to enter and leave safely and too many vehicle movements, if parents are 
coming in or have parked in the coach area, will compromise this.  
 
Finally, if you have any questions about where official crossings are placed, whether pedestrian 
refuges, zebra or pelican crossings, this should be directed to the Somerset County Council 
Highways team, who are the competent authority for these matters. We will ask this team to 
monitor the traffic movements, at the start and end of the day, so they can see if they need to 
take any further action.  
 
Student Safety – Walking and Cycling to and From School  
 
With evenings becoming darker much earlier and the return of more unsettled, wintry weather, 
we are urging students to take extra care when making their way to and from school each day.  
 
We would expect ALL cyclists to ensure they are wearing appropriate safety equipment when 
riding, that their bikes are roadworthy and that they have lights to be used when it is dark.  
 
For students walking to and from school, they should be aware of their surroundings and stick to 
footpaths to avoid the risk of trips and falls on uneven or slippery ground.  
 
At this time of year, we know that families sometimes make alternative arrangements for lifts 
and collections when the weather is particularly bad, and are asking that as part of this process 
children are reminded of the need to be vigilant with regard to strangers or people they do not 
know. 
 

 
Richard Burgas 28.09.26 

 
 



 


