Wadham School

A Church of England Community School

“Life in all its fullness” John 10:10

Monday 21t September 2026
Dear Parents and Carers,

RE: Year 7 Homework Letter 21.09.26

At Wadham School, we value homework because of the significant benefits it brings to our students.
The Education Endowment Foundation suggests that secondary-aged students can make, on average,
up to five months of additional progress through regular, purposeful homework. We also know that
students typically retain only around 50% of what teachers share in class, which highlights the
importance of extending learning beyond the classroom.

Reading is a vital skill that underpins success in every subject, and we want our students to become
confident, fluent and enthusiastic readers. Homework provides further opportunities for reading
beyond the classroom and exposes students to a wide variety of texts and genres, helping to foster a
genuine love of reading.

Students with special educational needs can also benefit from carefully designed homework,
particularly when appropriate supervision and monitoring are in place. Homework also develops
important life skills such as accountability, autonomy, discipline, time management, self-direction,
critical thinking and independent problem-solving.

Since introducing changes to our homework systems, we have already seen clear benefits. Homework
helps students know more, understand more and do more. Our approach is designed around
retrieval practice, which builds secure foundations of knowledge and allows students to apply their
learning more effectively in class.

The online platforms we use

o Sparx Reader — Develops reading skills through a wide variety of books and personalised
tasks. Students are expected to complete 300 points, which is approximately 30 minutes of
reading. Ultimately, our goal is for all students to become Gold Readers, enjoying physical
books of their own choice while recording their reading on Sparx.

o Sparx Maths — Set weekly for all students by the Maths Department. Sparx Maths
personalises practice to each student's ability, with additional support such as videos and
times-table activities. It helps students consolidate key topics through regular retrieval
practice.

e Seneca — Most departments use Magic Quizzes on Seneca, which use Al to create
personalised quizzes from our own resources. Students read key information before completing
retrieval questions aligned with our curriculum.

o Microsoft Teams — Used for subject-specific and individualised homework, particularly at
GCSE. For example, creative subjects often use Teams to share checklists to support
independent project work.

We chose these platforms because they not only provide ambitious content but also allow us to track
and monitor progress closely. Teachers can use the insights provided to identify gaps in learning and
adapt their planning accordingly.
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Accessing homework platforms

We have temporarily turned off the requirement for students to use the Authenticator App when
accessing our homework websites from outside school.

When logging in from home, you may be asked to make your account more secure. If you select
'Next', you will then be given the option to 'Skip".

A guide explaining how to access each of the homework websites is included with this letter.

Modern Foreign Languages

In addition to the online platforms, we have now moved to using paper-based resources for Modern
Foreign Languages. Students will use the Look-Cover-Check method to learn vocabulary and key
language. The resources will be provided to students in their language lessons. We will continue to
review this approach throughout the year to ensure we are using the most effective method for
languages homework.

Homework grids

To help with organisation, students are provided with a Homework Grid at the start of each term.
This allows families to see all homework clearly and gives students the opportunity to develop their
independence by ticking off tasks as they complete them.

Teachers check homework in the lesson following the due date and use the results to inform their
teaching.

Supporting good homework habits

To encourage good habits, we have a system of lunchtime detentions when homework has not
been completed as expected. However, to support Year 7 students as they adjust to our systems,
there will be no homework detentions for Year 7 until the week beginning 2" November.
Instead, Year 7 teachers will record incomplete homework on Arbor as a behaviour point. This will
allow us to have positive conversations with students and identify any support they may require.

Where homework has not been completed because of a genuine technical issue, the behaviour point
will be removed. Our aim is always to support students in developing strong routines and positive
habits around independent learning.

We recognise that using online platforms may increase students' screen time. However, these
platforms provide significant benefits: they allow tasks to be tailored to individual students' abilities,
provide immediate feedback and give teachers valuable insights into students' learning needs.

Alongside these tools, we continue to actively encourage students to read physical books, supported
by our well-stocked library. Our Personal Development curriculum also ensures that students
continue to develop in a rounded and balanced way.

To further support independent learning, students have been provided with Knowledge Organisers
for Terms 1 and 2. These are also available electronically on our school website. Together with our
recently shared Curriculum Overviews, students now have a range of resources to help them
extend and reinforce their learning at home.

If you have any questions, issues or concerns regarding homework, please contact me in the first
instance at shutter@wadhamschool.co.uk. I will then pass your query on to the relevant member
of staff if necessary.

Thank you for your continued support in helping our students develop positive and independent
learning habits.

Yours sincerely,
S. Nuttor

Sarah Hutter Assistant Headteacher — Teaching and Learning
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