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Friday 11th September 2026 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
RE: Headteacher’s Update Letter 11.09.26 
 

Welcome back! I hope this first letter of the new academic year finds you well. Whether a Year 7 
‘newbie’ or a veteran of Wadham School, on behalf of all staff here I extend a warm welcome to 
you all as we look forward to working together over the coming months in keeping learning and 
well-being at the heart of what we do.  
 

I have been greatly impressed by the way students have returned with a visible, positive ‘can do’ 
attitude to their learning. It’s been a pleasure talking with students to hear about their exploits 
over the summer and what they’re looking forward to for the year ahead.  
 

Uniform looks great, too!  
 

…Perhaps it’s a growing confidence and rising aspiration following our summer exams, where 
students achieved record breaking results in securing the highest grades:  

• 10.2% of all grades achieved were evenly split between Grade 8 and Grade 9. 
• Students achieved a five-fold increase in the number of Grade 9s awarded, 

compared with last year.  
• 13 students achieved 50 Grade 9 awards, with many achieving Grade 9s across 

several subjects.  
• Overall, nearly 17% of all grades awarded were at Grade 7 or higher! 

• The average grade for the cohort was a Grade 5 – a strong Pass!  

We are hugely proud of our students and wish them well as they move forward to take up 
further studies, apprenticeships, and employment in the local area. 

 

…Perhaps it’s the strength of relationships enjoyed between staff and students, a bond of trust 
and mutual respect that enables everyone to feel happy and safe in school.  
 

Or perhaps it’s the ongoing, visible signs of improvement works to the school with the second 
phase of our Wall Art completed in May, a brand new, multi-use computer room created, lecture 
theatre seating replaced, new dining hall furniture installed, boilers upgraded or replaced and a 
new SEN sensory room created, along with additional purchases to create up to 3 further sensory 
spaces across the school.  
 

Whatever the reason, there is a definite ‘buzz’ again this year that bodes well for the future. 
Thank you, our parents and carers, for your part in making the start to this academic year such a 
positive one! I look forward to sharing further successes and milestones as the term unfolds.  
 

Yours sincerely,  
 
 
 
Richard Burgas NPQEL 
Headteacher 
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New Staff Welcome  
 
Alongside the new Year 7’s, we’re delighted to welcome our new intake of staff to Wadham 
School. Bringing a wide range of skills and experiences, colleagues have hit the ground running 
in setting high expectations, clear boundaries and helpful routines for learning.  
 
A warm welcome to the following new staff:  
Miss H Reed – Second in English 
Dr N Holmes Higgins – Second in Science 
Mrs J Wyrwoll – Teacher of French and German 
Miss L Nightingale – Cover Supervisor 
Mr J Mee – AP Youth Worker 
Mrs M Ledingham – Learning Support Assistant 
Mr V Ambrose - Cleaner 
 
Top Performing Students 
 
Here we go again, then! A massive WELL DONE to all students making it onto the podium after our 
first full week of the new Year.  
 
….It’s a RESET from Sunday…. Will you still be there next week?  
 
Week Commencing 07.09.26 

 

 Year 7 Year 8 Year 9 Year 10 Year 11 

1 

Przemyslaw 
Dobrzycki 
Kit Gale 

Rory Grieve Emily Salter Freddie 
Montague 

Oliver Lawrence 
Tom Moncur 

2 

Arthur Berridge 
Todd Lemon 

Alfred Roberts 
Anna Whitfield Daniel A'Court Logan Fowler Eliza Sugar 

Hope Wood 

3 
Esmae-Rose 

Hughes 
Dexter Chapman 

Joseph Mate 
Jessica Legg 
Lucas O’Gara Hedley Egré Samantha Carter 

Harvey Howard 

 
Curriculum and Core Knowledge  
 
In conjunction with the termly Curriculum letters published by Mr White, setting out the learning 
and content each subject will cover in that term, we are continuing with our focus on ‘Core 
Knowledge’ in every lesson.  
 
This has been in place for several years now and is a subtle change in teaching practice that has 
helped everyone develop a clear routine for learning and knowledge acquisition. To find out 
more, do ask you son or daughter to explain what ‘Core Knowledge’ is and why it is so important.  
 
Homework at Wadham School  
 
I am delighted with the positive routines forged by students and families in completing 
Homework last year and am writing to confirm that the same expectations remain in place.  
 
We will shortly be publishing the Homework Timetables for this term. The setting of Homework 
begins from Monday 14th September, to enable all students to refresh themselves of how to 
login into our learning platforms and to speak with staff if there are any issues before the next 
homework cycle begins.  



Homework at Wadham School (continued) 
 
Last year we were consistently the Number 1 school across Somerset, of all schools using the 
Seneca platform, for XP points and completion rates of work set – this is a huge credit to the 
independent learning of our students and something that has strengthened their core knowledge 
over the peers.  
 
Having established these positive routines last year, we’re confident that the completion of 
homework will continue, and Mrs Hutter (shutter@wadhamschool.co.uk) remains your lead 
contact should you have any questions or concerns as the new term begins. 

 
Year 7 Welcome Disco – Thursday 17th September 
 

The PTFA are delighted to invite all Year 7 students to a Welcome Disco 
this coming Thursday, 6.30-8.00pm 
 
Entry is FREE, and for £2, students can purchase a Tuck Bag containing a 
snack, sweets and a drink.  
 
It’s a great opportunity for our newest students to come together, make 
new friends and enjoy some social time.  
 
All details, including a link to the registration form, have been sent by 
separate letter.  
 

 
Open Evening 2026 – Thursday 24th September 
 
Preparations are well underway for our main Open Evening for the year, 
taking place on Thursday 24th September.  
 
It’s a showcase event, and one where students are actively encouraged 
to get involved as student ambassadors across the subjects on offer.  
 
Mrs Finch will be issuing consent letters should your child wish to be 
involved, either as a tour guide or subject specialist!  
 
As ever, it’s a massive thank you from me to everyone that is working 
hard to make sure Wadham puts on another night to remember! 

 
 
Safeguarding – Contact Details  
 

 ‘Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility,’ and every 
member of our Wadham community has a part to play in 
this. This includes our parents and carers. Statutory update 
training was given to staff during the INSET day at the start 
of term, and as a follow on from this, here is a reminder of 
Wadham’s key contacts should anyone need to report a 
concern:  
 
Our Designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Sarah Coombe: 
scoombe@wadhamschool.co.uk   

 
Alternatively, concerns can be raised using this email: keepsafe@wadhamschool.co.uk 

 
Richard Burgas 11.09.26 
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