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Monday 7th September 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
RE: Ensuring Success in Year 11! 
 
For those of you who are not aware, I have the privilege of leading Year 11 in the Academic 
Year 26-27 with Mrs Sarah Barrett. I am so excited for the challenge to make sure all 
students reach their full potential in their GCSEs with our leadership, specialist teaching 
across the school, the excellent student endeavour and attitude that I expect and the 
support of parents and carers. 

 
Coursework in some subjects will be starting soon, we have two sets of Mock exams during 
Year 11 and the exam season starts on Monday 10th May 2027. 
 
I will write to you a number of times throughout the year to keep you informed of upcoming 
activities and events and keep you updated with changes or additions. Please see below for 
your first taste of some of the events and activities that we will organise. Please note, we 
evaluate the previous years programme using student feedback and therefore know what 
has helped and what not to continue with. 

 
• Tuesday 8th September – Aspirational Speaker 

 
• Monday after school Year 11 study club starts Monday 14th September 

 
• Subject after school classes start week beginning Monday 14th September 

 
• Monday 21st September – Yeovil College presentation 

 
• Thursday 5th October – In School Meet the Tutor: Aspiration Evening.  

Tutors will provide guidance help and support during this evening. 
 

• October – Rotary Mock Interviews 
 

• Term 1 and Term 2 – Careers interviews with Beth Church 

 
• Week beginning Monday 9th November – Mock 2 

 
• Wednesday 9th December – Bath University Visit 

 
• Thursday 10th December - Year 11 Subject Evening – Online (4-7pm) 

Mock Feedback and next steps. 
 

• Thursday 14th January - Year 11 GCSE Information Evening (5-7pm) (at Wadham) 

 
• Week beginning Monday 22nd February – Mock 3 

 
• Monday 1st March – Year 11 Intervention Day 
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As we approach Easter, Art and Photography 10hr exams will be completed. After Easter, 
Speaking exams in languages are completed and we will be running compulsory after-school 
classes on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday for two weeks called ‘Just The Boost You 
Need’. We will also be sending out the Hybrid exam timetable which identifies when 
students have exams, compulsory lessons and the chance for some time to study at home. 

Details about all of these will be forwarded closer to the time. 
 
We all know there is much more to do over the next nine months! Students have a firm 
foundation to build on. Teachers and leaders will now be planning the next steps for 
learning and we will make sure the support structure in place to help every student be 
successful. This will mean the young people who leave Wadham School have options and 
choices in their control as they move onto their next stage of education and training post-
16. 
 

Thursday 11th January will mark the start of the final stretch of compulsory education for 
Year 11 students. Everyone must be ready to be resilient, work hard and do everything 
possible to ensure success. We are expecting students to ‘up their game’ in Year 11 and 
surpass the predicted grades reported in the July Year 10 report so that they really impress 
teachers. 
 
As we are always asked, I can inform you that the last day of compulsory education for 
students in Year 11 this academic year is Friday 25th June. 
 

There will be a date for all students when their last exam is. This is the date when they do 
not have to attend school from, but the national exam contingency day which all students 
must be available for is Wednesday 23rd June. On this day, some or all of Year 11 may be 
required to complete an exam. (depending on the issue and subject affected). This is not 
new – this is always something that is in place. All students must be available on this day. 
 
We are in the process of planning dates for the leaver’s day and prom. The dates and 
venues will be communicated soon! 
 

As we move through Year 11, please can I remind you that Year 11 students are the role 
models for the rest of the school. Uniform will be in place for the whole year and throughout 
the exams. Full details of the school uniform policy can be seen here: Wadham School - 
School Uniform. This also includes ensuring that piercings and general appearance conform 
to the uniform policy. As always, if support is needed to make sure uniform is in place 
please contact me. 
 
Thank you for your support with Year 11. 
 
Please email me if you have questions: jcross@wadhamschool.co.uk  

 
Yours faithfully, 
 

 
 
 
Ms J Cross 
PE Teacher 
Head of Year 11 
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